IMPORTANT PONY INFORMATION 2009

Please read the following carefully

METRE SYSTEM FOR PONIES 2009 

1. The Course Designers and Pony Committees have agreed to run a Pony Metre system – this is to be reviewed at the end of 2009. 

2. There will be an information session about the new Pony Metre system at the Pony Show Jumping Ball.

3. Heights of fences at a Show must be as advertised in their schedule in the Bulletin

4. Heights for 128cm, 138cm and 148cm should run in sequence

5. Ponies may only jump in two height bands plus Under 8/10 and Newcomers – rule re 3 competitions in one day stands.

6. For the 2009 season only, competitors may choose their starting height band

7. If a pony competes in a band lower than their two bands, they will not receive points or prize money.  They must compete Hors Concours.

8. Change of ownership on the SJI system of a pony may allow a downgrading of height bands but it is not a downgrading of points.

	Class
	Fence Height
	Fence Height
	Fence Height
	Fence Height
	Fence Height

	N/C
	40cm
	50cm
	60cm
	70cm
	

	128cm
	70cm
	80cm
	90cm
	100cm
	110cm

	138cm
	80cm
	90cm
	100cm
	110cm
	120cm

	148cm
	90cm
	100cm
	110cm
	120cm
	130cm

	Under 8 Yr Old Rider 

 (ABCD)
	60cm
	Under 10 Yr Old Rider

(ABCD)
	70cm
	Under 10 (ABC)
	80cm.S.

	EQUIV GRADES for 128,138 and 148 classes.
	D
	CD
	ABC
	AB
	A


The heights quoted do not apply to the first fence.  The spreads in all cases should be 10cm on the quoted heights.  The speed for 138 110cm and 120cm and 148 120cm and 130cm will be set at 350m/m while all other classes will be run at 325m/m.

Show Organisers may limit animals by either age or points, in classes up to and including: 

128 cm  - Height 90 cm

138 cm  - Height 1.00 m

148 cm  - Height 1.10 m

RDS QUALIFIERS

128A - 1.10m

138A - 1.20m

148A  - 1.30m

· Pink – Double Clear and 1 Point

· Green – Double Clear and 3 Points

· Orange– Jump Off Class and Points 1-6 Place 6/5/4/3/2/2 All Year (a clear first round must be jumped)

· Blue – Jump Off Class and Points 1-6 Place 10/8/6/4/3/3 All Year (a clear first round must be jumped)

DOWNGRADING

· Downgrading of ponies is permissible and will be allowed where there is a bona fide change of owner however there is no downgrading of points – Please note Point (6) above where application to the office is not required for initial height band start up in 2009 only.

· Applications may be made in writing to the office for downgrading where the pony is transferring to another riding family member and will coincide with roll over times i.e. end February, April, June etc.

· Any other considerations for downgrading must be addressed to the Pony Committee for consideration and if approved, will coincide with roll over times i.e. end February, April, June etc.

ALL THE ABOVE INFORMATION PLUS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE SJI WEBSITE (www.sjai.ie) AND IN THE MARCH BULLETIN 

HORSES

· Children in their 13th year are not permitted to ride horse stallions

· Children in their 13th year cannot compete on a horse above 1.20m with spread of 1.40m unless they make application to the Junior/Young Rider Committee who will seek a report on competence for a specific horse/rider combination from a Level 2 Coach.

· It is to be encouraged that horse/rider combinations would participate in Regional Training

PONY REGISTRATION/MEASURING

Passports for re-registering of ponies in 2009 do not have to be submitted to the office unless there is a change of ownership or the owner wishes to have the points updated.

Animals new to the SJI must submit passports for registration as previously.

Pony measuring fees for 2009 are €20 or Sterling equivalent.

All Pony Owners intending to have their pony measured must present their ponies in a bridle.  No children under 16 years allowed to lead ponies for safety reasons.

Please note the following conditions for measuring appeals/downsizing confirmations at the Veterinary College Hospital

· Fee €140, payable to the SJAI in advance

· No refund if appointment cancelled

· Ensure shoes have been removed

· Pony’s passport to be available

· All ponies will have a blood sample taken for testing

· Should the animal be considered unfit for measurement assessment by the Veterinary Surgeon, the procedure will be abandoned and the animal cannot be presented at a later date, either at an SJAI measuring venue or at the University Veterinary Hospital in the same calendar year

· On arrival, the animal will be given to a handler from the Veterinary Hospital who will have total control of the animal until it is returned to the owner/agent

· The owner/agent will not be present during the measuring

· The result of the appeal will be forwarded by post to the owner the following day and he/she will be informed of the procedures to be adopted for the stamping of the passport for the current year.

· A disclaimer must be signed by the owner/agent before the animal is accepted for measuring.  The owner/agent must agree that the Veterinary College and the SJAI will not have any responsibility for any mishap at the measuring

· The UVH is located in the grounds of University College Dublin

Passports for re-registering of ponies in 2009 no longer have to be submitted to the office unless there is a change of ownership or the owner wishes to have the points updated.  

Animals new to the Association must submit passports for registration as previously

GENERAL INFORMATION   

· Spurs – 128cm and 138cm pony riders are not allowed to wear spurs

Neck of spurs worn by 148cm pony riders must not exceed 1.5cm in length.

· Stirrups – Stirrups used should be of correct size. They should have a minimum of ½ inch or 12mm clearance for safety.  Please note that stirrups, which are too large or too small, are also not safe.  Magnetic stirrups are not recommended. 

· Safety Irons where worn must be fitted correctly

· Riding Hat chin straps must be fastened and correctly fitted at all times when mounted

Pony Competitions – No Grade D pony should jump against the clock except in a League Final.

Under 8/10 is one class and therefore a pony may only compete once either in the Under 8 or Under 10 sections and not in both

Assistance by leading a pony at any time during the round of a competition is not allowed

